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To argue a case before the court in
Singapore, a person – who was rep-
resenting himself and did not en-
gage a lawyer – made submissions.

The problem was, that individual
used ChatGPT which made things
up, and he was found out only after
checks were made, said Chief Jus-
tice Sundaresh Menon on Monday.

He was addressing 160 new ad-
vocates and solicitors who were
called to the Bar on Monday.

Chief Justice Menon reminded
them that lawyers who use gener-
ative artificial intelligence (AI)
must verify the accuracy of the in-
formation gathered from such
tools.

Because while AI can serve as a
supplement to their work, it must
not be a substitute, as AI tools
come with various ethical risks.

It was the first time since 2019
the mass call event to admit new
lawyers was held in a fully physical
format after the pandemic.

In 2022, newly minted lawyers
were present at the Supreme Court
auditorium, while their families
joined remotely.

Chief Justice Menon said gener-
ative AI will likely play a key part in
the efforts of Singapore courts to
enhance access to justice.

But he added that even though
lawyers should acquaint them-
selves with the emerging digital
tools that will become available for
legal practice, these tools may also
raise several ethical risks and con-
cerns.

“Such tools are obviously not
bound by values like honesty and
integrity, and can therefore pro-
vide wholly incorrect answers,” he
said.

He cited two New York lawyers
who filed a brief that referred to
several purported authorities that

had been invented by ChatGPT.
The lawyers failed to verify the

fictitious cases, and were fined and
sanctioned.

Chief Justice Menon said one
such case had already happened in
Singapore.

He added: “There has been at
least one case in which a self-rep-
resented person used ChatGPT to

create submissions that included
fabricated case law.

“This was only uncovered after
counsel for the opposing party em-
barked on an ultimately fruitless
search, and pointed out to the
court that there were no such cas-
es.”

Chief Justice Menon did not
mention how this individual was

dealt with.
He cited a recent survey of law-

yers conducted by the Thomson
Reuters Institute, which showed
that 82 per cent of respondents felt
generative AI could be used in legal
work.

An example, he said, is Harvey,
an AI tool tailored to the legal field
that can answer legal queries, sum-

marise information, and prepare
drafts of documents.

He said: “Generative AI tools will
greatly enhance existing uses of AI
in the law such as in legal research
and the creation of legal docu-
ments. The current crop of tools
are already highly adept at inter-
preting user queries and synthesis-
ing complex information.”

One example is the Divorce eSer-
vice by the Singapore courts,
which is an electronic platform
that allows the public to generate
and file documents for divorce cas-
es, he said.

Emphasising the need to pre-
serve the status of lawyers as an
honourable profession, Chief Jus-
tice Menon said the central impor-
tance of honourability to this voca-
tion is reflected in the motto of the
Singapore Academy of Law (SAL):
“Honor est in Honorante”.

This means that “one becomes
honourable only through the hon-
our one bestows upon fellow mem-
bers of the profession, the court
and the public”, he explained. 

The new lawyers on Monday
were the first to be issued with a
custom lapel pin by SAL, which
they may wear when they perform
their court and professional legal
duties.

Among the new lawyers was Ms
Yasmin Ziqin Mohamed Yousoof,
23, who said that while AI can help
with basic legal research and can
streamline administrative tasks, it
is essential for lawyers to exercise
caution when using these tools.

She said: “AI has to be the tool,
and not the workman itself.

“Balancing AI’s capabilities with
a lawyer’s legal expertise and emo-
tional intelligence remains crucial
for maintaining the quality and in-
tegrity of the legal practice.” 

Lawyer Andrew Chan, 47, made
a mid-career switch to law follow-
ing his role as director of the de-
fence psychology department at
the Ministry of Defence.

He said: “Being called to the Bar
is to be given the privilege of play-
ing a vital role in society – whether
it is supporting access to justice,
protecting the rights of individu-
als, or facilitating commercial
transactions.” 

Newly appointed advocates and solicitors at the mass call event at the Supreme Court auditorium on Monday. Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon said generative AI will
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An Immigration and Checkpoints
Authority (ICA) officer who com-
mitted graft by receiving sex and
cash from a foreign sex worker was
sentenced to two years and nine
months in jail on Monday. 

Teo Hwee Peng, 49, was also or-
dered to pay a penalty of over
$2,600 linked to the amounts he
had received – more than $2,000
and 7,188.88 yuan (S$1,350) – from
Chinese national Liang Qinglan.

Teo, who worked for ICA’s Intelli-
gence Operations Branch from
2004 to 2016, has been suspended
from duties since Nov 25, 2020.

Before handing down the sen-
tence, Principal District Judge Vic-
tor Yeo noted that Teo was a senior
ICA officer at the time and his of-
fences were premeditated. 

The judge also said a clear mes-
sage must be sent that acts of cor-
ruption must not be condoned.

After a trial, Teo was convicted in
May of eight graft charges for re-
ceiving cash and sex from Liang in
2018 and 2019.

He was acquitted of one graft
charge linked to Liang and three
similar charges involving another
Chinese national, Ms Cheng Wen-
juan.

He received the acquittals after
Liang gave unclear and puzzling
evidence involving a purported
sexual favour, and following Ms
Cheng’s death from suicide, said
Judge Yeo in earlier proceedings. 

Ms Cheng, 32, had been accused
of offences including multiple
counts of graft when she was
found dead at the foot of a block of
flats in August 2021. 

With Teo’s discharge amounting
to an acquittal, he cannot be
charged again for the same offenc-
es. 

Liang was sentenced to 25

weeks’ jail and a fine of $8,000 in
December 2021 after she pleaded
guilty to three counts of corruption
involving Teo and a separate
charge for offering sexual services
online. 

Teo had received sex and cash
from Liang, who wanted to be ar-
rested so that she could buy time
and continue working in Singa-
pore.

She knew that foreigners issued
with a special pass (SP) could re-
main here to assist with investiga-
tions.

The Chinese national concluded
that as long as she was not deport-
ed, she could still work.

In earlier proceedings, Deputy
Public Prosecutor David Menon
said: “(Liang) knew it was wrong to
provide sexual services to an im-
migration officer in exchange for

his help in obtaining an SP, but
obliged because she wanted to se-
cure an SP so that she could remain
in Singapore to work.”

Liang, now 39, had entered Sin-
gapore on May 28, 2018, on a social
visit pass that expired on July 27
that year.

Some time between July and Au-
gust 2018, she contacted Teo and
he said that he could help her se-
cure a special pass in return for an
iPhone X.

Between July and October 2018,
Teo invited himself to Liang’s
home in Jurong West and they had
sex.

After the encounter, Liang asked
Teo for the procedure to extend her
stay in Singapore.

He said he would arrange for her
to be arrested.

The court heard that Teo had
contacts who alerted him to poten-
tial immigration offenders. He
gave an informant Liang’s details,
and the informant in turn alerted
an ICA officer.

Liang was arrested on Oct 16,
2018. When asked whether she
wanted to remain in Singapore to
assist with a related ICA investiga-
tion, she agreed.

She paid a fine for overstaying
and was issued an SP. Two days lat-
er, Teo and Liang met for a meal,
which Liang paid for. 

She also offered to buy Teo an
iPhone, but he declined. Instead,
he agreed to her offer of cash of be-
tween $2,100 and $2,200.

Later that month, Liang also lent
Teo 5,000 yuan. He repaid this
sum. 

The prosecution said she later
lent him another 2,000 yuan, but
he did not repay this amount. 

Defence lawyer Narayanan Vijya
Kumar told the court on Monday
that Teo intends to appeal against
his conviction and sentence. 

Teo was then offered bail of
$50,000.

For each count of graft, an offen-
der can be jailed for up to five years
and fined up to $100,000.

Jail for ICA officer
who received sex
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Suspended officer sentenced to 2 years and
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Teo Hwee Peng,
49, has been
suspended from
duties since Nov
25, 2020.

Before handing down the
sentence, Principal
District Judge Victor Yeo
noted that Teo was a
senior ICA officer at the
time and his offences
were premeditated. The
judge also said a clear
message must be sent
that acts of corruption
must not be condoned.

A 29-year-old man has died follow-
ing a fight in Orchard Road on Sun-
day morning that saw 14 people ar-
rested.

On Monday, the police said they
were alerted to the fight at about
6am on Sunday at 100 Orchard
Road, which is the address of Con-
corde Hotel Singapore and Con-
corde Shopping Mall. 

Mr Mohammad Isrrat Mohd Is-
mail suffered multiple injuries and
was unconscious when taken to
hospital, where he died.

Another man, 23, was conscious
when rushed to hospital with mul-
tiple injuries.

Three men – Balakrishna Subra-
maniam, 32, Mervyn Veryl Daud,
28, and Sijesh Asogan, 25 – were
charged in court on Monday with
one count each of rioting armed
with a deadly weapon.

Charge sheets revealed the trio
were allegedly members of an un-
lawful assembly with Kavind Raj
Kannan, 24, Arun Kaliaperumal,
32, Manojkumar Velayanatham, 31,
Sridharan Elangovan, 28, Asvain
Pachan Pillai Sukumaran, 29, and
Visnu Suriamurthi, 27.

One or more members of the as-
sembly, which included other peo-
ple, allegedly committed rioting
while armed with deadly weapons
and injured Mr Isrrat.

The police said those involved
are believed to be known to one an-
other, and the fight had broken out
due to a dispute.

Two men, aged 28 and 32, were
arrested at the scene.

At about 9.30am, on Sunday,
three men and one woman, aged
between 22 and 26, were arrested
at a multi-storey carpark along
Fernvale Road. Another five men,
aged between 24 and 32, were ar-
rested at Woodlands Checkpoint at
about 10.30am.

At about 4.45pm on the same
day, a 27-year-old man was arrested
when he sought medical treatment
at a hospital. A 24-year-old man
was arrested at a hospital that day
at about 8.50pm.

A 30-year-old man was arrested
on Monday at about 7.30am after
surrendering to the police. 

The police seized weapons be-
lieved to have been used in the in-
cident, including two penknives
and a bread knife.

Balakrishna, Mervyn and Sijesh
have been remanded and will re-

turn to court on Aug 28. The court
gave permission for them to be tak-
en out of remand for investigation
purposes. If convicted of rioting
with a deadly weapon, they can be
jailed for up to 10 years and caned. 

A 29-year-old man is set to be
charged in court on Tuesday for
murder. He will face the death pen-
alty if convicted.

Also, six other men – aged be-
tween 24 and 32 – are set to be

charged in court on Tuesday with
rioting with deadly weapons, puni-
shable with a maximum jail term of
10 years and caning. 

A 30-year-old man is set to be
charged with voluntarily causing
hurt with a dangerous weapon, and
faces up to seven years in jail, a fine,
or caning, or any combination of
such punishments if convicted.

Man dies after fight at Orchard Rd hotel;
14 arrested, one set to face murder charge
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The police were
alerted to a fight
at 100 Orchard
Road at about
6am on Sunday.
The man who
died was 29
years old.
Another man, 23,
was conscious
when rushed to
hospital with
multiple injuries.
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